
Home Sharing has become the new trend in the nation.
Innovative, affordable, and utilizing existing resources, home sharing
enables people to find a place to call home that they had not consid-
ered before. Thirty years since opening our home sharing doors, today
more than ever people are turning to home sharing

Home Sharing facilitates a “match” between someone having a
room available to rent with someone who is looking for a place to live.
But this isn’t a “boarding house” situation. As Alec Keit, Home Sharing
client points out, “Its not a room to rent but a home to share.” The
average match lasts 22 months, and the average rent is less than $600,
but in some cases the renter pays little or no rent, and instead provides
services (light cooking, running errands, cleaning, etc.) in lieu of rent. 

HIP Housing’s Home Sharing Program remains a leader in the
nation. It is one of the largest programs, with its own specially
designed database, and has one of the highest match rates of nearly
300 matches a year.  With the downturn in the economy, this year we
have seen a 27% increase in number of persons matched. This is due in
large part to the 39% increase in the number of people who are open-
ing their homes to rent out a room. Home sharing is a solution that
benefits both parties. Our staff has also trained others across the
nation and even the world, including Australia, London and Japan, to
start their own programs.

In recent months, HIP Housing’s Home Sharing Program has
gained national media attention, including an interview on Katie
Couric’s Dateline, to our clients being interviewed on Oprah to share
their home sharing experience, followed by an ABC KGO news segment.
In each case, home sharing is viewed as a solution. Most recently, HIP
Housing’s proposal to expand its Home Sharing was named by
Congresswoman Jackie Speier’s Oversight Panel as their #1 choice for
federal funding recommendations. 

HIP Housing has always offered innovative programs, and now
that home sharing is in the spotlight, we are proud to be part of a
trend that is helping people. If you think home sharing is the solution
for you, now is the time to open your home and open your heart.

From left to right: Congresswoman
Jackie Speier and Laura Fanucchi,
Associate Director of HIP Housing,
at the press conference held at HIP
Housing’s office to announce
Congresswoman Speier’s Oversight
Panel federal funding recommen-
dations.

HIP Housing’s Home Sharing Program Leads the Nation
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Home Sharing is an age old concept that
is suddenly gaining in popularity.  Blame
the economy for this upsurge.  For 30
years HIP Housing has been matching
people up to live together – producing
win/win matches that benefit the people
matched and the community.  The idea is
a simple one – humanize the landlord/
tenant relationship by calling the parties
“providers” and “seekers”, match people
with common interests and compatible
life styles and define their contract not as
a lease but as a “living together agree-
ment.” Usually the result is that a person
who was living alone has acquired some
security, companionship and income and
a person who needed a place to live has
found good housing at a modest price.  

In recent years many who might have
taken advantage of the Home Sharing
Program have used the internet and
Craig’s List instead.  But those who do
miss out on the very valuable services our
dedicated staff members provide: a com-
prehensive screening process including
acquiring detailed intake information,

conducting background checks, reviewing
references and facilitating match making
conferences and home visits.

You know you have made it if you are
profiled on “Oprah.”  Our Home Sharing
Program was recently touted as one
viable alternate to foreclosure.  Though
nonprofits are facing financial challenges,
HIP Housing has in fact been recommend-
ed by Congresswoman Jackie Speier for
possible federal funding to expand the
Home Sharing Program, and we will also
be applying for additional funds from the
County Department of Housing once
Stimulus Housing Funds are received.

Home Sharing is a win/win proposition
enabling people to stay in their homes
longer than they otherwise could and
providing people in need of decent and
affordable housing with a place to live.
And here at HIP Housing, thanks to your
ongoing support, we win too.  We win
because there is great satisfaction in
facilitating Home Sharing Matches and
thereby serving as a part of the solution
to our nation’s critical housing problem.
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Mission Statement

HIP Housing’s mission is to invest in human potential
by improving the housing and lives of people in our
community.
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The key to the success of HIP Housing’s Home Sharing Program is its dedicated and
compassionate staff that takes great care in their clients’ well-being and goes to
lengths to ensure that they receive the resources they need.

Dear Laura & Home Sharing Staff,

Thank you so much. How overwhelming it can be when you feel trapped in a hous-
ing situation that is not healthy and feeling that with limited income you don’t
have a choice. What a big deal it is to take that first step in contacting HIP
Housing, and then being unsure if you’re doing the right thing - it’s scary making
changes!! And then the positive difference it makes in talking to and meeting with
HIP Housing staff who are empathetic, kind and helpful.

The process of overcoming initial reticence in making follow-up calls to people you
don’t know, taking public transportation to places you’ve not been to before, and
the growing confidence in realizing that you have a support team at HIP Housing
who will continue to work with you in finding the Home Sharing match that
enables you to make a positive change in your living conditions and in your life.
Again, thank you for all your help!

Warm regards,
Sara, Home Sharing Client
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Thank You from a Client

Home Sharing clients from left to right:
Lori’s daughter and Lori Medina, Alec
Keit, and seated is Laurie Keit. 

The Keits and Medinas were interviewed
on the Oprah Show about their Home
Sharing experience. To hear their story
and see the video segment, attend HIP
Housing’s Annual Luncheon on June
12th, 2009 at Hotel Sofitel in Redwood
City. See back of newsletter for more
details.

Home Sharing
The Home Sharing Program is a
one-on-one service linking peo-
ple who have a home to share
with those seeking a home. Each
person has a private room and
shares common living areas. 

Self-Sufficiency
The Self-Sufficiency Program enables
low-income families to transition from
government assistance. Participants
receive subsidized rents or a housing
scholarship while they complete an
education or job training program and
find employment with an adequate
income to support their families. 

Home Equity Conversion 
The Home Equity Conversion
Program provides objective infor-
mation and counseling on ways
seniors can turn their accumulat-
ed home value into spendable
cash so they can remain inde-
pendent in their homes.

Property Development
Through Property Development,
HIP Housing expands the pool of
affordable housing for low-
income persons and families in
San Mateo County by developing
new and acquiring and rehabili-
tating existing housing.
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Elementary students from South
Hillsborough conducted their annual One
Warm Coat drive to benefit Self-Sufficiency
families.
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Community Support

Making a Difference
Diana Landi from Borel Private Bank
& Trust and HIP Housing Board

Member (left) and Louise Della
Maggiora, HIP Housing President, pres-
ents one of the twelve winners of HIP
Housing’s Calendar Contest with a spe-
cial prize. The prizes were sponsored by
Borel Private Bank & Trust.

AT&T’s, Randy Okamura (pictured
bottom row), presents HIP Housing
with a grant of $10,000 for its Self-
Sufficiency Program. Pictured back
row from left to right: Carolyn Moore,
Self-Sufficiency Program Director,
Bruce Hamilton, Executive Director,
and Regina Martin, Case Manager. 

Laura Fanucchi has been appointed
Associate Director of HIP Housing.
Laura has been with HIP Housing for
17 years. She began her career with
HIP Housing as a Home Sharing
Counselor, then Director of Home
Sharing, and most recently Director of
Programs. Congratulations Laura on
your most deserving new position as
Associate Director.

Twelve community members join HIP Housing’s newly formed
Advisory Committee to assist in fundraising efforts. Pictured:
Back row, Bruce Bean (Board Member). Front row from left to
right, Deborah Griffith, Veronica Faussner, Emmanuel Obel, Diana
Landi (Board Member), Carol DePond, and Greg Galli (Board
Member). Not pictured: Alan Canas, John Conover, T. Jack Foster,
Diana Kayiatos and John Ward.
.



Community Support

Making a Difference

On April 25th, Rebuilding Together Peninsula and Wilson
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati came to HIP Housing’s first
built Shared House in Redwood City to revitalize its
ground floor. Nearly 30 volunteers participated by paint-
ing a mural in the children’s playroom, repurposing a
walk-in closet into a study area, painting the walls, build-
ing furniture and creating a garden area with herbs and
flowers. Pictured from left to right are Wilson Sonsini
Goodrich & Rosati employees: Evie Kaefer, Lisa Nguyen,
Crystal Gaudette and Caroline Wilson.

Rudolph & Sletten employees and 
longtime HIP Housing volunteers, Shari
Edwards (left) and Michelle Luster
(right), present Bruce Hamilton,
Executive Director with a $7,100 check
from Rudolph & Sletten’s Leo Jansing
Fund. Shari and Michelle have both
been very active in HIP Housing proj-
ects for nearly 10 years.

On April 14th, Congresswoman Jackie
Speier (front center) held a press 
conference at HIP Housing’s office to
announce the recommendations of
her Oversight Panel for federal funds.
Pictured below are some of the 
members of the Oversight Panel. From
left to right: Rod Hsiao, Marland
Townsend, Ed Everett, Gene Mullin
and Lawrence Lessig. 

HIP Housing has new friends from
Japan. From left to right: Kazuyo,
Mamiko, Toro and Taca came from
Tokyo to study our Home Sharing
Program. Taca and Mamiko have been
working with Associate Director Laura
Fanucchi, in duplicating the Home
Sharing Program in Japan called
Sharesumu which received two grants
to help start their pilot project.
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Thank you...
...for Investing in HIP Housing's Programs (Includes Luncheon Sponsors to date)
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Nov. 1, 2008 - April 15, 2009

Above $50,000
County of San Mateo

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
City of Foster City
City of San Bruno
City of San Carlos
City of San Mateo
Tundra Glacier Fund - Advised Fund

Silicon Valley Community Fnd.

$10,000 - $24,999
City of Belmont
City of Daly City
City of Menlo Park
City of Millbrae
City of Redwood City
City of South San Francisco
San Francisco Foundation
Sequoia Hospital/Catholic Healthcare

West

$5,000 - $9,999 
Borel Private Bank & Trust
City of Brisbane
Rich & Susie Huetteman
Mervyn Brenner Foundation
Rudolph and Sletten, Inc.
San Mateo County Association of

Realtors
Town of Atherton
Town of Colma

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Berube
Tony Gschwend & Janine O'Flaherty
Town of Hillsborough
Wells Fargo Bank

$1,000 - $2,499
Affinity Bank
Victoria Bauer & Ian Hart
Business Wire
City of Burlingame
Gerson Bakar & Associates
Jeff & Deborah Griffith
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Micheletti
Norcal Waste Systems of SMC
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Robert Half International
US Bank
Woodmont Real Estate Services

$500 - $999
Allied Waste Services
Argo Insurance
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Buchner
Cargill Salt
Concar Enterprises, Inc.
Debra De Martini
Roger & Carol Flores
Bruce Hamilton
Claudia & Keith Kennedy
Wayne Kennedy
George Kranen
Leslie Family Foundation
Lucky Chances, Inc.
Mills Peninsula Health Services
Plumbers & Steamfitters UA 

Local 467
Redwood City Industrial Saltworks
John & Reva Segall
Mark Shahbazian
United American Bank
Westlake Realty Group

$250 - $499
Joe & Cathy Baylock
Bruce & PJ Bean
L. Brownrigg
Kevin & Lisa Cullinane
Ted & Lois Everett
David Finkelstein
Helen & Dennis Fisicaro
Martha &  Howard Girdlestone
Izmirian Roofing & Sheet Metal
Jane Jensen
Jim & Christine Kitch
David & Estrelita Krakower
Stephen & Thalia Lubin
Nancy & Alex Malaspina
Jack & Patricia Matthews
Merritt Community Capital 
Catherine Mullooly
Ann & William Regan
Jim & Noreen Ruane
Ellen & Robert Sawyer Fund, Advised

Fund at Silicon Valley Com. Fdn.
U.S. First Credit Union
Michael Villanueva
Betsy & Alan Zimtbaum

$100 - $249
Anonymous
David & Diana Beatson
Carol Boes
Pat Canzian
James & Elizabeth Chalmers

David & Nancy Crabbe
Elizabeth Daniel
John de Russy
Louise Della Maggiora
Paul "Buzz" DeMartini
William & Patricia Dillingham
John & Alison Draper
Keith Duncan & Cindy Hohle-Duncan
Michael A. Duncheon
Dr. & Mrs. Ernst Epstein
Veronica & Robert Faussner
First Bank
Cameron Foster
Joel & Sharon Friedman
Robert & Jeanne George
Dorothy Roth Greene
Bill Hamilton & Barbara Hamilton-

Holway
Zerne & Elizabeth Haning
Martin & Carol Harband
Cynthia & Eric Haueter
Franklin & Jean Hoaglund
Tom & Denise Huening
George Johnson
Tom & Kendra Kasten
Mr. &  Mrs. Paul M. Ko
Jeff & Christine Krolik
Diana Landi
Kathy Lavezzo
Levi Strauss Foundation
Susan Loftus
Stephanie Lucas & Kerbey Altmann
John & Rhonda Luongo
MTK Communications
Chris Mann
David & Lori Marquardt
Gerald & Lois Marshall-Ward
Allan & Donna Martin
Mike & Margaret McCaffery
Ken & Sue Merrill
Tom Moore
Ann Neumann
Wendy Nichols
Emmanuel Obel
Pat Obuchowski
Wayne & Tami Parker
Ron & Jolly Perkocha
Michael & Laura Peterhans
Kim & Patrick Popovits
Gene & Jan Potloff
Mary & Robert Rago
Aleth Reilley
Pat Sasso
Emily Skolnick
Fred Strebel

Mark & Lindsay Terzian
J. Anthony & Deborah Villanueva
Steve & Lindy Ware
Ronald & Linda Weaver
Nina Weil
Larry & Merna Wright
Sheila & Sam Young

$99 and under
Hope Baird
Evelyn Berk
Betty Bernstein
Robin Bishop
Surrey & Gregor Blackburn
Patty Boyle
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Branstool
Robert & June Bury
Chuck & Kathleen Cammarata
Alan Canas & Marc Cody
Manuel Castro
Mary Chan & Jon Doniego
Maggie Chen
Adrian Cohn
Elizabeth Ann Crumrine
Christine Dailey
Linda Delodovici
Kirk & Susan Dryden
Jane Dunbar
Elizabeth Foy
Natalie Friend
John & Jan Frye
David Gonzalez
Robert Grassilli
Jack Haber
Karen Herrel
Celeste Hill
Cheryl & Mike Hochstatter
Robert & Gwendolyn Holden
Chad & January Hooker
H.P. Hotz
Dale & Sue Kallstrom
Kenneth & Evelyn Kaplan
Karen Key
Dave & Cindy Madden
Betty Maroder
Sylvia Merkadeau
Donald & Lillian Munakata

...continued on page 7
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...continued from page 6

...continued donors $99 and under

JoAnn Nassutti
Sandi & Paul Nichols
Michael J. Niemiec
Achille & Joan Paladini
David & Linda Peebles
Christine Perris
Anne D. Peter
Donald Rogers
Deborah Rosenberg, LCSW
Perry B. Samuels
Barbara Schotzko
Jill Schulte
Martin & Adrienne Segol
Marlene Sieker
Yasuko Sonoda
George Studle
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Visconti
Dr. Frank G. Yeh

2009 HIP Housing Calendar

Gold Star Sponsors
Affinity Bank
Jim & Karen Wagstaffe

Month Sponsors
Allied Waste Services
Mills Peninsula Health Services

Month Sponsors 
Argo Insurance
Borel Private Bank & Trust

Dolby 
Paula-Jo Husack 
TRI Commercial Real Estate Services
Genevieve Yu & David LeVine

Co-Sponsors
Gumbinger Avram Architects
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Sequoia Hospital/Catholic Healthcare

West
U.S. First Credit Union
Westlake Realty Group
Woodmont Real Estate Services
Woodside Terrace Kiwanis

Supporters
Copyman
Robert George
Emmanuel Obel
San Mateo Daily Journal

Holiday Store Donors

Corporate Donors
Costco
Sanrio, Inc.

Toy Drives
First American Title 
First Bank
North American Title 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Peninsula League
San Mateo County Association of 

Realtors
U.S. First Credit Union

Individual Donors
Rosalie Ball
Charis Bennett
Mary Chan
Bobbi Decker
Audre Dioli
Margaret Fredricks
Lori Fuchiwaki
Bridgette Gallo
Denise Gage
Terilyn Hanko
Margaret Jones
Trish Kaspar
Mary Lyngso
Kim McGarvey
Janet Martin
Regina Martin
Susan May
Barbara Nobriga
Jan Potloff
Gina Quiney
Sharon Rau
Gretchen Taylor
MaryAnn Trujillo
Jeannie Woo

Volunteers
Ann Baldasseroni
PJ & Bruce Bean
Mary Chan
Brenda Cooks
Shari Edwards
Emi Goldstone
Kathy Lavezzo

Violaine Mraihi
Madison Russell
Lauren Yee

Employees of:
First Bank
North American Title
U.S. First Credit Union
ZS Associates

Office/On-Call Volunteers
Melissa Abreu
Ann Baldasseroni
P.J. Bean
Alan Canas
Mary Chan
Brenda Cooks
Claudia Elvir
Lori Fuchiwaki
Emi Goldstone
Jack Haber
Violaine Mraihi
Madison Russell
John Sieling
Iliana Silva Rudberg

During their Rebuilding Together Day,
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
employees, Nicole Chessari and
Brainer Ngirngesechei spent the day
painting the living and dining room at
HIP Housing’s Redwood City house.

Linda Studebaker, owner of Tribeca in
Burlingame donates furniture for HIP
Housing’s Shared Houses.

Rebuilding Together Construction
Captain, Ken Rhoads, hangs up a chalk-
board in the playroom. Ken did extensive
work to prepare for the big makeover
day, including building a desk for the
new study room.

Emi Goldstone and PJ Bean help a child
wrap her gifts at the Holiday Store.
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HIP Housing’s
Annual Luncheon

Friday, June 12th
Annual Luncheon
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Hotel Sofitel, Redwood City

Live Auction
#1 Board Dinner for 10 &

a case of wine
#2 A Year of Dining Out
#3 Culinary Class for Six

at Atherton Appliances
& a case of wine

For more information, call Judy
Fong at 650.348.6660.

Don’t MissHIP Housing’s Annual Luncheon - June 12th

Save the Date! HIP Housing’s Annual Luncheon is on
Friday, June 12th at Hotel Sofitel in Redwood City. Tickets are
$75 per person. Proceeds go towards HIP Housing’s programs. 

Come join us as we celebrate the success of program 
participants and Home Sharing Program’s 30th anniversary. The
event will be led by Assemblyman Jerry Hill.

Keynote Speaker, Michelle Kennedy Hogan, is an award
winning author and journalist. Her first book, “Without a Net:
Middle Class and Homeless (With Kids) in America,” was pub-
lished in 2005. With humor and honesty, Michelle will talk
about the decisions she made that led her to living in her car
with three children - all under the age of five at the time. 

Don’t miss HIP Housing’s biggest event of the year! For
more information, contact Judy Fong at 650.348.6660.




